
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth

But we 
will devote 
ourselves 
to prayer 
and to the 
ministry of 
the word.

Acts 6:4
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Slow and steady
Women’s 
group takes 
Precept 
inductive 
Bible study  
lessons 
at their 
own pace

When their pastor left their church to fur-
ther his studies, six women who were 

doing Bible study together at Aldersgate 
Methodist Church decided to continue on 
their own. Their leader, Jody Chan, sug-
gested trying their hand at the Precept Upon 
Precept inductive Bible study materials. 

This sounded like a good idea, and it got 
the group excited. They wanted to start at the 
beginning, so they decided to go with the first 

book of the Bible – Genesis. Knowing that this was not an easy 
book, they divided the lessons into small bites so that they could 
dig deeper into the Word and understand what God was revealing 
to them. Sometimes, it took them as many as three or four ses-
sions just to cover one lesson. 

But the slower pace worked out well, as it gave everyone time to 
soak in and meditate on the Word, and to complete the homework. 
It also gave them more time to discuss the questions and share 
their insights on how they were applying what they had learnt, and 
to pray for each other and share their burdens. 

That was in 2011. Since then, the fellowship and bonds in the 
group have grown strong over the years. While its size has in-

Above: The 
women’s group 
from Aldersgate 
Methodist Church 
meet regularly at 
the home of one 
of the members 
to study the Bible, 
fellowship, and 
pray for each 
other.
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creased and decreased over time, God has shown the 
members that He knows whom to place in the group. 
They have thus welcomed changes as new members join 
in and older members move on to new stages in their 
lives. Having completed Genesis and Exodus, the group 
is on its way to finishing Leviticus, and is looking for-
ward to Numbers next.

The group meets regularly in the home of one of its 
members, giving them a chance to share a meal, courte-
sy of their generous hostess. This time of fellowship has 
created a trusting atmosphere, so that they can share their 
troubles and help to carry each other’s burden.

“I encourage others to start a small group in their 
home,” says Jody, the leader. “The intimacy is wonderful 
once the group gets settled in. The slower pace has been 
refreshing: It allows us to really meditate on God’s Word 
and is less intimidating for new believers too. Precept 
Ministries has many teaching materials and training 
classes to help everyone get started.” 

From cover

‘A creative way of Bible study’
Janice Chan

I thank God for opening the doors for 
me to a small group that was using 
Precept Bible study materials. My 
family and I had moved into the area 
about a year ago, and we were new 
to the church that we were going to. 
I was looking to join a small group, 
and prayed that I would find a suitable 
group to grow with. 

Soon, a friend and member of the 
church asked if I was interested in joining an all-ladies 
Bible study group, and I jumped at the chance. 

Although I had never used Precept materials or at-
tended a Bible study course, with the help of my Precept 
leader, I found it to be a creative, unique and fun way 
to do Bible study. I especially liked using colours and 
symbols to mark key words and phrases, and the dou-
ble-spaced Bible passages made it a lot easier to read. 
With the lively discussions with my sisters-in-Christ and 
Kay Arthur’s videos accompanying the lessons, I have 
learnt how to study God’s Word more systematically. 

I am thankful for what has been revealed to me 
through the study materials. I have grown deeper in my 
understanding and love for God, and I am humbled by 
His love. 

‘God’s Word has guided me’
Jody Chan

In 1995, I met a woman who was so 
excited about the Word of God that I 
was compelled to see what she was 
learning. My first lesson in the Precept 
Upon Precept inductive Bible study 
was Romans 12:2, which says “Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.” 

It really spoke to me. I was overcome 
by my sinfulness and cried for forgiveness. I knew 
God had a lot more to teach me, and I had to continue 
learning; it has been 20 years of God revealing His love 
and mercy to me.

I stepped out in faith and became a leader about 10 
years ago. God has given me many friends to aid me 
in my study and leadership. He has placed amazing 
women in my classes to stretch me and expand my 
comprehension of how God’s Word applies to our daily 
living. It can be intimidating to be a leader, and many 
times, I have felt that the class members are teaching 
me more than I am teaching them. The give-and-take is 
humbling as we learn together.

God’s Word has guided me as I learn more and more 
about the character of God and the cost of following 
Him. I really love digging into the Word and finding 
truths for myself. When God presented me with the 
opportunity to lead another small home group from 
my church, I could not refuse. I wanted to help them 
learn the joy of digging into the truths of the Bible for 
themselves.

‘I learnt to ask “why” ’
Soo Phin

When I first came to know Jesus and 
accepted Him as my Saviour, I read the 
Bible like a novel. I enjoyed the Old 
Testament for its sensational stories.

More than two decades later, a 
church friend introduced me to an 
inductive Bible study class that used 
Precept materials. 

Through this method of study, I have 
come to realise that there are lessons to 

be learnt from these sensational stories. The materials 
cover the length, breadth and depth of God’s Word. Not 
only do they give me new insight into the Word of God, 
but they also inspire me to want to know more about 
God. 

By asking the 5 W’s and 1 H (who, what, where, 
when, why and how), Precept has taught me that if I 
know the “why”, I will know the “how”. For example, if 
I know why God is angry about a certain incident, I will 
know how to avoid making Him angry.

‘Moments I hold dearly’
Billie Boon

I’m always looking forward to 
meeting the members of my group. 
The discussions are light-hearted and 
spontaneous. I feel comfortable sharing 
personal matters because our group is 
small. Besides studying God’s Word, 
we also get to enjoy the yummy food! 
These are moments I hold dearly to my 
heart. 

The Lord tells us repeatedly in His 
Word that He is the great I AM. So today, enjoy Him 
and the fellowship of His believers. We will never pass 
this way again. 

A time to meditate on God’s Word

Bible study is taken most 
seriously (above) by the women’s 
group from Aldersgate Methodist 
Church, but a time of fellowship 
and a good meal (left) are never 
far behind.

“The materials... inspire me to want to know more about God.” Soo Phin

“With the lively discussions with my 
sisters-in-Christ and Kay Arthur’s 
videos... I have learnt how to study 
God’s Word more systematically.” 

Janice Chan
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Upcoming 
Workshops

Aug 4
How to Lead the 
New Inductive 
Study Series

Aug 25-26 
Planning & 
Leading 
Effective 
Discussions 
(for PUP)
Learn how to plan 
Precept Upon 
Precept lessons 
and lead effective 
discussions in 
class. 

Sep 15
How to Study NT 
Letters
Learn how to study 
the New Testament 
using Precept’s 
Inductive Bible 
Study Method.

Sep 22
How to Study 
OT History & 
Prophecy 
Learn how to study 
the Old Testament 
using Precept’s 
Inductive Bible 
Study Method.

See our website 
for details and 
registration.

Get a taste of inductive Bible study 
Do you want inductive Bible study to be introduced to your church 
or ministry? Do you want your fellow members in your church to 
know how to study the Bible inductively?

We can come to your church 
or ministry group to conduct 
an introductory session 
lasting about 2 hours. The 
participants will do hands-on 
practice using inductive Bible 
study methods to study a 
passage and learn to discover 
truths straight from the Bible. 
From there, they can go 
deeper and disciple others.

Contact our office 
to arrange for a 
session on “A Taste 
of Inductive Bible 
Study”.

When you purchase materials from Precept Ministries, the proceeds support 
our work to produce new Inductive Bible Studies, translate them into other 
languages, enable us to work with churches and study groups to train, equip 
and set up classes, and equip more people with Inductive Bible Study skills.

Support Precept
We establish people in God’s Word through our inductive Bible Study Method. 
Precept Ministries is mainly funded by freewill donations. You can support the ministry by:

Your gift: $
Name:
Email:
Address:
Telephone:
Precept class you’re attending (if any): 

How to donate:
> Send us a cheque payable to “Precept Ministries (Singapore)”  
> Or: Make a bank transfer to our DBS Current Account: 054-003416-4
Note: This donation is not tax deductible. In submitting this form, you are consenting to the use of your personal data for 
processing and communications.

Pray with us for the work of the ministry that fellow believers can be established in God’s Word as 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

Please cut this slip out and mail it to us with your contribution


