
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth

Many 
Precept 
groups 
meet for 
discussion 
in the 
cosiness of 
their homes

You have 
commanded 

your precepts 
to be kept 
diligently.

Oh that my 
ways may be 
steadfast in 

keeping your 
statutes!

Then I shall 
not be put to 

shame,
having my 
eyes fixed 
on all your 
command-

ments.

Psalm 119:4-6
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While Precept materials are being used in 
churches for their children in Sunday 

school, cell groups or other Bible study pro-
grams, there are also many who have been 
using Precept materials in their study group 
at home. Some have shared that Precept ma-
terials are “portable” – you can use them to 
study the Bible with a group at home or any-
where. 

They have and can be used in offices and 
even in prison ministries too. They are also “practice” materials 
– you practise inductive study skills while you use Precept materi-
als to study the Bible. Many study groups using Precept materials 
have their discussion time at home.  

One such study group that started with four persons in an HDB 
flat in Yishun has since grown to more than 10 members, and are 
now meeting in another flat in Ang Mo Kio.

Precept at home
Above: 
Phaik Sue (at 
right, writing) 
started leading 
a group with 
four members 
studying the 
Bible. 
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Phaik Sue: 

I started to attend Precept 
classes in 2008. The 

inductive method was 
interesting and helped 
me to study the Bible. 
It gave me a deeper un-
derstanding of the Bible 
and my faith grew too. 

I invited my friend 
Pearlie to join me, but 
she could not. Instead, 
she asked me to study 
the Bible with her. I 
was apprehensive be-
cause time and effort 
were required and 
partly because of the 
distance between us. However, knowing the importance 
of Bible Study, I prayed and obeyed the call.

It was tough in the beginning. I was leading the group 
alone by myself. I had heard about some groups having 
a few leaders working together. We were a small study 
group of only four persons in the beginning. There were 
so many questions I did not have answers to. I could only 
encourage each of us to share and contribute, while pray-
ing to God for understanding.

We continue to do our homework and study the scrip-
tures, meeting weekly to discuss the lessons for more 
than one hour. We do not watch the lectures on DVD. 

Through the discussion, we learnt from one another 
and made new discoveries. We learnt that “God” was not 
mentioned at all in the book of Esther while in Daniel, 
God is the God of heaven, the Most High God who re-
veals mysteries. We learnt about how Daniel made up his 
mind not to defile himself, taking a firm stand and main-
taining integrity. This led us to think about how we make 
our choices and what influences our decisions in life.

Over time, our group grew to more than 10 persons 
and I made new friends. The original members enjoyed 
and benefited from the study, so they in turn invited their 
friends. We enjoy close fellowship in our group. During 
the week, we keep in touch, asking questions or sharing 
tips relating to our homework. Most of all, I appreciate 
very much that we encourage one another with praise and 
prayer to God.

All of us are in the group because we desire to study 
the Bible, to know God and to know His Word. I am sure 
there are people who have this same desire but do not 
know how or where to start. 

If you know of even one person who cannot make it to 
a Precept class because the location, day or time is not 
suitable, then pray about starting a small study group so 
that this one person and others can join the study too.

I have been blessed. It is such a marvel and joy to grow 
together in this small group – in our knowledge of the 
Word and in our journey of faith. All glory and honour 
to God!

Pearlie: 

Knowing that I am not so dis-
ciplined in reading the Bible, 

Phaik Sue graciously offered to 
study the Bible with me. She lives 
in Dover while I live in Yishun. 

It was by divine arrangement 
that we ended up having Bible 
study at my friend’s home in Yishun 
– the exact block Phaik Sue previ-
ously resided in. Subsequently, her 
ex-neighbour joined us. With a mix-
ture of English and a smattering of Mandarin, the group 
of four kicked off, beginning with the book that was dif-
ficult for me, Revelation! However, we found that as we 
put in effort in the homework, we learnt from the study.

Being a small group we are very closely-knit. We con-
stantly keep one another in prayer and find acceptance 
and belonging here. The Word is our group’s main focus 
and I am blessed with what I learn from the Word and the 
fellowship too!

Karine: 

Pearlie nudged me to join her Precept Bible study group. 
I knew that my approach to the study of God’s Word 

had been rather piecemeal in nature. I wanted to study it 
in a more systematic and holistic manner.  

I like the Precept approach of study with the help of 
probing questions, numerous cross-referencing, maps, 
timelines, sketches and other study tools. This approach 
gives me the context and depth needed to understand the 
Word in a deeper and more integrated manner.

In a sense, I am discovering the thoughts of our Maker 
through the mining of His Word. The probing questions 
and cross references make you think and often I get little 
nuggets that were not discovered through my previous 
studies. 

And just as iron sharpens iron, the discussion with the 
group offered me different insights into His Word. It is 
wonderful discovering truths like these for yourself.

If you desire to discover more of God’s Word and are 
willing to commit some time each week to dig into the 
Book of Life, Precept may just be the tool you need.

Cherine: 

Joining Precept is such a blessing even though at times 
I find the homework quite heavy. However, I am able 

to understand more about the Bible characters. I seek to 
apply the lessons learnt in my life.  

One of the lessons I learnt from the Book of James is 
that when we persevere through trials, we will be given 
a crown. I told my group members that I do not need the 
crown as I really do not want trials. I then learnt that the 
trials in my life and the crown are to glorify our Lord, 
which I so much wish to do.

In times of blessing and trouble, the members in our 
study group never fail to stand by each other in prayer 
and praise. I appreciate all the members who have been 
very supportive.

Shirlyn: 

It all started with a 
prayer. 
A desire for a group 

of Christian ladies to 
fellowship, pray, en-
courage and be filled 
with good solid Bible 
teaching had been in 
my heart for a long 
time, yet I could not 
find one which suited 
that need. 

Four years ago, my ex-student’s mother invited me to 
a newly formed Precept group at her home. I joined them 
when they were studying Revelation Part 2. It was a dif-
ficult book to do! Yet the group persisted with the study 
and even had a new member join them along the way. 

The gentle prodding and encouragement from our lead-
er as well as the lively discussion in every lesson helped a 
lot. I learnt a lot from the study group.

The homework in the study material was a challenge to 
complete almost every time. But as the study went on, I 
realised how insightful the study was. 

Rather than simply reading the Bible like a compre-
hension passage, we often “chew on” a particular verse or 
passage and look at it from different angles like histori-
cal and cultural contexts, timelines, cross-references and 
other study tools. 

We become like detectives, searching the scriptures.  
All these helped me to understand the scriptures better, 
especially the context in which it was written. 

Besides knowing God’s word in detail, the best part is 
actually the application questions where we have to think 
about how we can live out the truths in our lives. I look 
forward to each lesson in anticipation of the many things 
I will learn, and the fellowship, prayer and encourage-
ment.  

Looking back, I know God has answered my prayers 
– in His time.

Cherine (left) and Shirlyn.

PRECEPT AT HOME

When ‘homework’ 
gets really serious

Left: Over cups of tea, Phaik Sue’s group 
members dig into their observation worksheets.
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Upcoming 
Workshops

Nov 8 
How to Study NT 
Letters
Learn how to study 
the New Testament 
using Precept’s 
Inductive Bible 
Study Method 

Nov 15
How to Study 
OT History & 
Prophecy
Learn how to study 
the Old Testament 
using Precept’s 
Inductive Bible 
Study Method 

Dec 5-6
Planning 
& Leading 
Effective 
Discussions 
(for PUP)
Focus on planning 
lessons and leading 
more effective, 
lively discussions 
for PUP courses. 
For those who 
have participated in 
two or more PUP 
courses

See our website 
for details and 
registration.

Get an ‘intro’ to Precept

Purchase with Purpose: When you purchase materials from Precept 
Ministries, the proceeds support our work to produce new Inductive 
Bible Studies, translate them into other languages, enable us to work 
with churches and study groups to train, equip and set up classes, and 
equip more people with Inductive Bible Study skills.

Precept Ministries works with churches and study groups to set up inductive Bible
study classes, equip people with inductive study skills and train people to lead such classes.
You can support the work of the ministry by sending your cheque made payable to “Precept 
Ministries (Singapore)” to the address on the left, with your contact information. If you would 
like to give via online banking, please email us for further details.

We can come to your church or minis-
try group to conduct an “Introduction to 
Precept Inductive Bible Study” session 
lasting about one and a half hours. The 
participants will do hands-on practice 
using inductive Bible study methods and 
get a taste of how inductive Bible study 

can enable them to discover truths for them-
selves, go deeper and disciple others,

You have benefited from using the induc-
tive Bible study methods. Let your fellow 
church members use the method to grow in 
the knowledge and understanding of God’s 
Word too! 

Do you want inductive Bible study to be introduced to your 
church or ministry? Do you want your fellow members in 
your church to know how to study the Bible inductively?

Contact our office to arrange for an introduction session.


