
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth

It started 30 
years ago, 
with some 
20 people 
who had 
a burning 
passion for 
the Word

I am a 
companion of 
all who fear 
you, of those 

who keep your 
precepts. 

The earth, 
O LORD, is 
full of your 

steadfast love; 
teach me your 

statutes!

Psalm 119:63-64

Precept in Singapore:
Growing over the years

When Singapore’s first Precept class start-
ed in the early 1980s, it had just 20 or 

so students. Study materials had to be ordered 
directly from the United States and shipped to 
someone’s home here, where they were stored 
under a sofa until they were distributed to the 
class. 

The range of materials was also limited: 
Only Precept Upon Precept (PUP) and the 
“LORD” series were available.

 Because of the size of the class, the quantity of materials that 
came to Singapore was also small – an order consisted of just 20 
or so copies, and was made only every few months.

Fast forward to today: The Precept office in Geylang distrib-
utes some 1,000 books every month, half of which are for PUP 
courses, and the rest for the other Bible study series, from the 
New Inductive Study Series (NISS) and 40-Minute Bible Studies 
(40M), to the Discover-4-Yourself Inductive Bible Studies for 
Kids (D4Y) and “LORD” series.

Despite the PUP courses requiring about five hours of home-
work each week, followed by another hour of discussion and yet 
another hour if there is a lecture, there are some 1,500 people at-
tending the classes every week. 

What makes it even more significant is that they keep coming 
back for more PUP courses, in spite of the busy lifestyles that 
most people in Singapore lead. It is truly a testament to the hunger 
for God’s Word.
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For Precept 
Singapore’s pioneers, 
Kay Arthur’s arrival in 
Singapore was a big 
encouragement.

Today, there 
are about 
1,500 people 
attending 
Precept 
Upon 
Precept 
classes 
every week.
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Not only that, PUP stu-
dents have also been bring-
ing spouses, children, par-
ents and friends, while 
church members or lead-
ers have brought back the 
Precept method of study to 
their churches.

All this happens be-
cause students have found 
that studying the Word 
inductively and systemati-
cally is life transforming. 
They have learnt how to 
study the Word for them-
selves and come to under-
stand the Word more. They 
have grown in their faith, 
and walk with God more 
closely. 

And they want those 
around them, as well as 
their brothers and sisters 
in church, to benefit from 
the study just as they them-
selves have benefited. 

As a result, the number 
of people attending Precept 
classes has grown steadily 
over the years – living out 
what the Psalmist said in 
Psalm 119:63-64: “I am a 
companion of all who fear 
you, of those who keep 
your precepts. The earth, 
O Lord, is full of your 
steadfast love; teach me 
your statutes!” (ESV)

 

Precept in the region 
Just as Precept has come to Singapore and grown, it has 
also reached many other countries in the region and be-
yond. Precept is now present in 185 countries and its 
study materials translated into 70 languages. 

In the region, Precept has offices in Australia, Hong 
Kong, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, 
South Korea and Taiwan, and is active in 
China, Indonesia, Japan and Malaysia. Its 
offices in the Philippines, South Korea and 
and Taiwan have paid staff, while offices 
in Australia, Hong Kong and New Zealand 
are staffed by volunteers. 

But the growth is not without its chal-
lenges. 

One is finance: In all of its offices across the globe, 
Precept relies on donations from churches or individuals 
to fund more than half of operating expenses.

Another is language. While English is used in many 

MORE ONLINE
See our website for 

a brief history of how 
Precept began in 

Singapore at:
www.precept.org.sg
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Located in 
Emmanuel 
House 
(above), 
Precept 
Singapore 
stocks a wide 
range of study 
materials.

of the countries where 
Precept is present, study 
materials have to be trans-
lated into many different 
languages. In the Pacific 
Rim region, Precept mate-
rials have been translated 
into Chinese, Indonesian, 
Japanese and Korean. 

Translation for Bible 
study materials is one of 
the biggest challenges, as it 
has to be done differently 
from that for normal books: 
Translators have to under-
stand what the questions 
are looking for and make 
sure that the translation is 
asking the same thing, and 
that the key words to mark 
are correct in the foreign 
language. 

Yet another big chal-
lenge has to do with the 
way Asians learn. 

Asians tend to be more 
used to the Bible study 
leader teaching while they 
listen. In Precept Bible 
studies, however, the lead-
er does not teach; instead, 
he or she leads the discus-

sion and students participate in the discussion and reason 
with each other the scriptures. 

When leaders and students understand the Precept 
Bible study methodology and philosophy, the Bible study 
classes usually end up lively and interactive. Many stu-
dents have given good feedback about this approach to 

Bible study and testified that their lives 
have been transformed by the Word of 
God. 

We desire to reach out to the region 
around us, so that brothers and sisters out 
there can also benefit from the Precept 
method, just as much as we have benefited. 
Please pray for the work of outreach to the 
region, that more people might come to 

know about the Precept method of study; that translations 
can continue to make Precept materials available and ac-
cessible in more languages; and that more Precept leaders 
will be trained in the Asia Pacific region.

Precept is now 
present in 185 
countries and its 
study materials 
translated into 
70 languages. 
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Ever since I started Precept 
Upon Precept classes in 

April 2008, I’ve become more 
than convinced that the Bible is 
the living word of God. Indeed, I 
have developed a very deep con-
viction that whatever He says, 
He has the power and the author-
ity to bring it to pass. 

It’s something I saw very 
quickly when I started studying Genesis, the first Precept 
Upon Precept class that I attended. 

God said, “Let there be light.” And it was so. He said, 
“A virgin shall be with child.” And it was so. And He 
said, “I’m coming back again.” And it 
definitely will be so.

No wonder 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteous-
ness; that the man of God may be ade-
quate, equipped for every good work.” 

So what has inductive Bible study 
done for me? 

In taking time to study the Word, 
I’ve encountered God personally, and 
come to see who He really is and how 
He works in my life. I’ve found strength 
that I didn’t know I could have, to cope 
with times of intense trial; and I’ve 
found comfort in times of great pain. 

I’ve also discovered to my great, 
great joy that the Word of God is not 
some mysterious information that only 
a few special and very holy people can 
understand. 

Instead, I have a Resident Teacher 
– the Holy Spirit – who reveals to me 
the truths of God.

It was a revelation to realise that I 

TESTIMONY

My walk transformed

Do you have a story or experience with Precept studies 
which you would like to share in our newsletter so as to 
encourage people to study the Bible and give God the 
glory for the transforming work of His Word in our lives? 

You can send in your words of encouragement in a 
few sentences or a short paragraph. You can also write 
a testimony of up to 300 words. 

Tell us how you came to know about Precept classes 
or materials. What was your experience when you first 

Tan Kim Lian 
is a leader at 
the classes 
at TH21. She 
shares about 
her experience 
with Precept’s 
inductive study

can have firsthand knowledge of the Word! 
Over the years, my walk with God has been trans-

formed. I’ve come to see that Bible study is about living 
transformed lives, and not just about gaining head knowl-
edge. I’ve been challenged to conduct my life in a manner 
worthy of being called His child. 

Confronted with my human frailty, I can see that it is a 
continuous process to keep my human nature under sub-
mission to the authority of Christ.

Having gained so much from Precept classes, I would 
like to encourage you to try it too. Are you longing for a 
fresh encounter with your Creator? Do you want to hear 
Him speak to you? Then come and join us as we study the 
Word together!

started using Precept materials, and what was it like 
after getting used to it? How has studying God’s Word 
using Precept materials helped you in your life, family, 
church, work and others? Share some tips or words of 
encouragement to those who are unsure about starting 
Precept or still trying to get used to it.

Check out our website (www.precept.org.sg) to 
download the guide to sending in your story. Or email us 
at info@precept.org.sg if you have any enquiries.

Share your Precept story – and encourage others!

“In taking time to study the Word, I’ve 
encountered God personally, and come to see 
who He really is and how He works in my life.”

Kim Lian (front row, third from left), 
with fellow leaders and some class members
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Upcoming 
Workshops

April 25
Word Studies 
Learn to use 
electronic or 
online Bible Study 
software to do word 
studies. Identify 
definitions, mood, 
tense and voice of 
verbs.  

April 26 
Structuring 
Learn how to 
observe the logical 
flow of thought in a 
passage, chapter or 
book of the Bible.  
Use this skill to 
more easily identify 
the context, theme 
and purpose of a 
book.

June 6-7
Planning 
& Leading 
Effective 
Discussions  
(for PUP)
Focus on 
leadership, 
planning lessons 
and leading more 
effective, lively 
discussions for 
PUP courses. For 
those who have 
participated in 
two or more PUP 
courses.

See our website 
for details and 
registration.

AT THE STORE

Bible study guides for all
Precept offers a full range of Inductive Bible study materials including a whole series for 
kids. Shown below are the study series that are used in many churches, Sunday classes, 
cell groups, Bible study programmes and even as personal devotional guides.

For more information on the full range of Precept materials, download our Precept 
Catalogue from our website or contact our office for a soft copy.

Precept 
Upon 
Precept
Our most in-
depth study 
series. Fully 
utilises Inductive 
Study Skills of 
Observation, 
Interpretation 
and Application.
Trained Precept 
Leader required 
to lead the class.

40-Minute Bible 
Studies
No-homework, six-week 
topical studies anyone can 
lead. Easy introduction to 
inductive study.

New Inductive 
Study Series
Study books of the Bible 
through the inductive 
method. 15-30 minutes of 
homework a day.

“Lord” Series
Topical Bible studies 
straight from Kay’s 
heart to yours. Easy 
to follow, day-by-day 
study.

Discover 
4 Yourself 
Inductive 
Bible Studies 
for Kids
Challenging, 
creative and 
fun studies for 
kids from upper 
primary to lower 
secondary level. 
Learn inductive 
Bible study from 
a young age.

When you purchase study materials from Precept Ministries, the pro-
ceeds support our work to produce new Inductive Bible Studies, trans-
late them into other languages, enable us to work with churches and 
study groups to train, equip and set up classes, and equip more people 
with Inductive Bible Study skills.

Precept Ministries works with local churches and study groups to set up inductive Bible 
study classes, equip people with inductive study skills and train people to lead such classes. 
You can support the work of the ministry and send your cheque made payable to “Precept 
Ministries (Singapore)” to the address on the left, with your contact information. If you would 
like to give via online banking, please email us for further details.


